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1 Introduction 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP) 

developed the Electronic Confidential Statement of Formula (eCSF) application to provide 

registrants an electronic option to create and submit óEPA Form 8570-4 ï Confidential Statement 

of Formulaô (CSF) via the Pesticide Submission Portal (PSP) in the Central Data Exchange 

(CDX). 

EPA designed óEPA Form 8570-4ô to capture a pesticide productôs complete chemical 

composition for use during registration evaluation under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 

Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). This form must be completed and submitted with each application for 

new registration of a pesticide product and application for amended registration, if  the revision 

involves a formulation change. 

 Purpose 

This document provides instructions on how to use the eCSF application to build eCSF 

Extensible Markup Language (XML ) files for electronic submission to EPA via PSP. 

After reviewing this document, users will be able to: 

¶ Access the eCSF application via CDX/PSP 

¶ Upload and modify eCSF XML files 

¶ Create, prepare, and save an eCSF XML file 

¶ Submit an eCSF XML file via PSP 
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2 System Requirements 

The following items are required to use the eCSF application: 

¶ Internet access 

¶ An e-mail account 

¶ A vendor supported web browser with Java Script enabled and pop-up blockers disabled 

¶ A vendor supported version of Adobe Acrobat Reader 

¶ A CDX account with an active PSP Program Service role 

 Supported Browsers 

For optimal performance, Google Chrome is recommended to access the eCSF application. 

However, vendor supported versions of the following browsers may also be used: 

¶ Google Chrome 

¶ Mozilla Firefox 

¶ Microsoft Internet Explorer (IE) or Edge 

 Screen Resolution 

Screen resolution should be set to 1024 x 768 or greater. 

http://www.google.com/chrome
https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/edge
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3 Live Application Support 

Real-time application support is available by contacting the CDX Help Desk (CDXHD) using 

one of the following options: 

¶ By Telephone: 

Person-to-person telephone support is available from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm eastern standard 

time/eastern daylight time (EST/EDT). Call the CDXHD at its tollïfree line, (888) 890-1995 

or +1 (970) 494-5500 for international callers. 

¶ By Email:  

Send an email to helpdesk@epacdx.net with óTechnical Supportô in the óSubjectô line. 

¶ By Chat: 

Select the óChat with the CDX Help Deskô link on the CDX óContact Usô screen to generate 

a web form to enter information regarding a help request. 

¶ By Contact Form: 

Enter information in the text fields under the óContact Formô section of the CDX óContact 

Usô screen. 

mailto:helpdesk@epacdx.net
https://cdx.epa.gov/Contact
https://cdx.epa.gov/Contact
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4 eCSF General Functionalities 

This section describes general eCSF functionalities and includes the following topics: 

¶ PSP roles for registrants 

¶ Accessing eCSF from CDX/PSP 

¶ Navigating the eCSF óHomeô screen 

¶ The functions available in the navigation tree, application header, and application footer 

¶ Validating eCSF XML file contents 

 eCSF User Roles 

Registrants can access the eCSF application using two roles ï Primary Submitter or Authorized 

Agent. There are no functionality differences between these roles within the eCSF application. 

For more information about roles and CDX registration, please refer to the OPP CDX Pesticide 

Submission Portal Registration User Guide. 

 Access the eCSF Application 

To access the eCSF application, first navigate to the CDX óHomeô screen. 

Exhibit 4-1 shows a screen capture of the CDX óHomeô screen: 

 

Exhibit 4-1: CDX óHomeô Screen ï Login 

Navigation: Enter valid values into the óUser IDô and óPasswordô fields and select the óLog Inô 

button. 

The óMyCDXô screen displays once a user successfully logs into CDX. This screen contains a 

list of associated program services under the óServicesô header. If registered for the PSP program 

service, óPSP: Pesticide Submission Portal (Company Number Requests)ô will be listed. A 

https://cdx.epa.gov/CDX/MyCDX
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program serviceôs status is visible by scrolling over the icons in the óStatusô column. Access the 

roles within a program service by selecting the blue, underlined link in the óRoleô column. The 

currently available registrant roles for PSP are óPrimary Submitterô and óAuthorized Agent.ô 

Exhibit 4-2 shows a screen capture of the óMy CDXô screen: 

 

Exhibit 4-2: óMyCDXô Screen ï PSP Program Services 

Navigation: Select a blue role link under the óRoleô column to enter PSP as the selected role. 

When a role is associated with multiple organizations, selecting the role link on the óMyCDXô 

screen generates the óApplication Profile Settingsô pop-up. The user navigates directly into PSP 

when a role is associated with only one organization. 

Exhibit 4-3 shows a screen capture of the óApplication Profile Settingsô pop-up window: 

 

Exhibit 4-3: CDX óApplication Profile Settingsô Pop-up 

Navigation: Select an organization and company role/number and then select the óProceedô button 

to enter the PSP application. 



  

OPP Electronic Confidential Statement of Formula User Guide May 24, 2021 
 6 

 Pesticide Submission Portal óHomeô Screen 

The PSP óHomeô screen is the initial screen within PSP and provides access to the various 

underlying PSP applications and functions available within the portal. The screen is separated 

into three panels: 

¶ The óSubmissions and Toolsô panel provides guided access to all submission applications 

and is logically divided into regulatory sections for óRegistration Actions,ô óRegistration 

Review,ô óReregistration,ô and óPreïSubmission Tools.ô Selecting these sections displays 

additional information for the options available under each regulatory section. For 

information on how to locate a specific submission type, navigate to the corresponding 

section of this user guide. 

¶ The óPSP Alertsô panel displays information pertinent to PSP including outage, 

maintenance, and OPP programmatic notifications. 

¶ The óView Recent Packagesô panel displays the five (5) most recently modified registration 

packages for the user and organization displayed in the application header. Note that nonï

registration package submissions (e.g., DCI Responses) and registration packages for 

organizations other than the one displayed in the application header will not display. 

Exhibit 4-4 shows a screen capture of how to navigate the PSP óHomeô screen to access the 

eCSF application: 

 

Exhibit 4-4: Pesticide Submission Portal óHomeô Screen ï Create eCSF Option 

Navigation: In the óSubmissions and Toolsô panel, select the óPre-Submission Toolsô option in the 

first column, next select the óForm Buildersô option in the second column, and finally select the 

óCreate eCSFô button. 
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 Pesticide Submission Portal Header 

The PSP header, first displayed on the PSP óHomeô screen, displays throughout all PSP 

applications, including the eCSF application, and contains the following useful navigation tools 

and information: 

¶ The óPortalô icon displayed on the left side of the header navigates the user to the PSP 

óHomeô screen from any of the PSP application screens when selected. 

¶ Within the eCSF application, selecting the óElectronic Confidential Statement of Formula 
(eCSF) heading navigates the user to the eCSF óHomeô screen from any of the screens within 

the eCSF application. 

¶ Selecting the óHelpô link displays application resources including user guides, answers to 

frequently asked questions, and contact information for the CDXHD. 

¶ The logged in userôs name, organization, and role display as a link on the right side of the 

header to assist CDX users who have registered for multiple organizations and roles identify 

the role/organization combination with which they accessed PSP. Selecting the link will log 

the user out of both the application and CDX. 

Error! Reference source not found. shows a screen capture of the PSP application header: 

 

Exhibit 4-5 Application Header 

 eCSF Application Footer 

The eCSF application footer displays throughout the application and dynamically presents the 

below functionalities based on the displayed screen: 

¶ Preview XML: Select the óPreview XMLô icon to generate a pop-up displaying an in-

progress XML  representation of the current eCSF XML file. 

 

Exhibit 4-6: Application Footer óPreview XMLô Icon 

¶ Preview PDF: Select the óPreview PDFô icon to generate a pop-up displaying an in-progress 

PDF rendering of EPA Form 8570-4 for the current eCSF XML file. 

 

Exhibit 4-7: Application Footer óPreview PDFô Icon 

¶ Save to local: Select the óSave to localô icon to save the current, in-progress eCSF XML file 

to a local machine. The óSave to localô function does not validate entered data. 

Important:  The eCSF application does not save eCSF XML files within PSP or the eCSF 

application itself. All work must be saved as an XML file to a local machine. 
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Exhibit 4-8: Application Footer óSave to localô Icon 

¶ Validate: Select the óValidateô icon to check the current eCSF XML file for errors and 

generate a comprehensive report in a pop-up. Refer to Section 4.7.3 for additional 

information about global validation. 

 

Exhibit 4-9: Application Footer óValidateô Icon 

¶ Provide Feedback: The feedback functionality allows users to share their eCSF application 

experience directly with the project team. Select the óProvide Feedbackô link to launch the 

feedback pop-up and provide application feedback. 

Important : Contact the CDXHD for immediate assistance while working within PSP. 

 

Exhibit 4-10: Application Footer Provide Feedback 

 

Exhibit 4-11: Application Footer Provide Feedback Pop-Up 

¶ Help Links: The óCDX Linksô menu in the application footer provides convenient access to 

the following CDX resources: 

o CDX óHomeô screen 

o óMyCDXô screen 

o EPA Homepage 

o CDX óTerms and Conditionsô screen 

http://www.epa.gov/cdx/
https://cdx.epa.gov/CDX/MyCDX
http://www.epa.gov/
https://cdx.epa.gov/Terms
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o CDX óPrivacy and Security Noticeô screen 

 

Exhibit 4-12: Application Footer óCDX Linksô 

 Navigation Tree 

The navigation tree is located on the left side of each screen within the eCSF application and 

allows a user to navigate between the various screens within a submission by selecting a screen 

title link. Note that the navigation tree dynamically updates based on selections made within the 

application. 

All fields on the currently displayed screen must pass validation before a user can navigate to 

another screen. A user can bypass on-screen validation by marking the screen for future review. 

When a user marks a screen for review, the navigation tree displays its title link text in red with 

an asterisk to indicate the screen does not pass validation and requires future attention. Refer to 

Section 4.7.2 for additional information about on-screen validation. 

Exhibit 4-13 shows a screen capture of the navigation tree: 

 

Exhibit 4-13: eCSF Navigation Tree 

 Validation 

To ensure that data entered into an eCSF XML file are accurate and complete, the application 

applies a multi-part validation scheme that indicates errors while a user works on a submission 

and prevents a user from submitting incomplete or inaccurate files to EPA. 

https://cdx.epa.gov/privacy.asp
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4.7.1 Pop-Up Window Validations 

Many screens within the eCSF application utilize pop-up windows to facilitate data entry for an 

object (e.g., a component). These pop-ups follow a per field validation scheme that prevents data 

entered within the pop-up from being saved until a user clears all validation errors. 

Exhibit 4-14 shows a screen capture of the óAdd Site or Supplierô pop-up with validation errors: 

 

Exhibit 4-14: Pop-Up Validation Errors Example 

4.7.2 On-screen Validations 

The eCSF application performs data validation on the currently displayed screen whenever a user 

attempts to navigate away from the screen. If no validation errors are present, the application will 

perform the requested action. However, if validation errors are present, the application will 

display error messages that a user must correct prior to navigation. Note that some error 

messages a user can only clear some errors by accessing the data entry pop-up for an object (e.g., 

a producer). In these cases, the error messages provide direction to failed object. 

To navigate away from a screen that contains validation errors without correcting them, select 

the óMark for Registrant Reviewô checkbox prior to performing a navigation action. A user must 

clear all errors and selected óMark for Registrant Reviewô checkboxes before they can certify or 

submit an eCSF XML file. 

  



  

OPP Electronic Confidential Statement of Formula User Guide May 24, 2021 
 11 

Exhibit 4-15 shows a screen capture of the óBox 2 ï Producersô screen with on-screen validation 

errors: 

 

Exhibit 4-15: On-screen Validation Example 

4.7.3 Global Validation 

An eCSF user may perform a validation check on the entirety of an eCSF XML file at any time 

by selecting the óValidateô icon in the application footer. Doing so will check each field within 

the submission for missing and/or invalid data as determined by the currently entered data. 

The results of a global validation check display in a separate pop-up. Each validation error 

indicates the screen on which an error occurs as well as the specific error as a link to navigate to 

the screen to address the error. Once a user clears an error, they may select the óValidateô icon 

again to view an updated set of errors. A user must clear all errors before they can certify or 

submit an eCSF XML file. 

Note: Add CDX to a browserôs pop-up whitelist for global validation results to properly display. 
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Exhibit  4-16 shows a screen capture of the global validation pop-up: 

 

Exhibit 4-16: óGlobal Validationô Pop-Up 

Navigation: Select an error link in the óGlobal Validationô pop-up to navigate to the location 

within the application where the selected error occurs. 
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5 Prepare an Electronic Confidential Statement of Formula (eCSF) 

This section describes how to prepare an óEPA Form 8570-4 ï Confidential Statement of 

Formulaô file using the eCSF application. Upon completion, the eCSF application produces an 

XML  file, which a user can submit to EPA in lieu of a paper form. 

 eCSF óHomeô Screen 

The eCSF óHomeô screen is the first screen within the eCSF application and is accessed by 

following the steps outlined in Section 4.2. From this screen, a user has the option to create a 

new eCSF XML file or upload a previously created file to make edits. 

Exhibit 5-1 shows a screen capture of the eCSF óHomeô screen:  

 

Exhibit 5-1: eCSF óHomeô Screen 

Navigation: Select the óCreate New eCSF Formô to create a new eCSF XML file. Alternatively, 

upload an existing eCSF XML file and select the óUploadô button to continue working on a 

previously created file. 

 óPreliminary Questionsô Screen 

The óPreliminary Questionsô screen captures basic information for a product. 

Important:  The responses provided on this screen dynamically update application validations 

and requirements on subsequent screens. Enter responses for all required fields on the 

óPreliminary Questionsô screen before navigating away from the screen to ensure the expected 

experience on subsequent screens. 

The following fields display on the óPreliminary Questionsô screen: 

¶ Mark for Registrant Review: Select this checkbox to bypass on-screen validation. When a 

screen has been marked for review, the navigation tree displays its title link text in red with 
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an asterisk to indicate the screen does not pass validation and requires future attention. This 

field is optional. 

¶ File Name: Enter the name that the eCSF XML file will have when a user saves it to their 

local machine. This field is preïpopulated with a placeholder name, but EPA recommends 

their preferred file naming convention of ó[EPA Registration 

Number]_[Basic/Alternate]_[Date Signed]ô (e.g., ó98765ï1_Basic_10102016ô). This field is 

required. 

¶ Box 1 ï Name of Applicant/Registrant: Enter the name of the company that legally owns 

the product registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's CDX 

account and should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is required. 

¶ Box 1 ï Address: Enter the mailing address for the company that legally owns the product 

registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's CDX account and 

should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is required and may not be a PO Box. 

¶ Box 1 ï Address Cont.: Enter the continued mailing address for the company that legally 

owns the product registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's 

CDX account and should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is optional. 

¶ Box 1 ï City : Enter the city for the mailing address for the company that legally owns the 

product registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's CDX 

account and should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is required. 

¶ Box 1 ï State: Select the state for the mailing address for the company that legally owns the 

product registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's CDX 

account and should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is required. 

¶ Box 1 ï Country : Enter the country for the mailing address for the company that legally 

owns the product registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's 

CDX account and should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is required and must be 

óUNITED STATESô. 

¶ Box 1 ï ZIP Code: Enter the ZIP Code for the mailing address for the company that legally 

owns the product registration. The displayed information populates from the logged in user's 

CDX account and should be updated if it is inaccurate. This field is required and must be in 

either the ó#####ô or ó#####ï####ô format. 

¶ EPA Formulation ï Box A: Select the formulation type for which the registration data 

requirements were reviewed by EPA. This field is required. 

¶ Alternate Formulation Number: Enter an 'Alternate Formulation Number' for the 

formulation. This number should be a consecutively numbered integer up to five (5) digits 

(e.g., 1, 2, 3). To submit a new version of an Alternate Formulation, enter the 'Alternate 

Formulation Number' used in the corresponding, previously submitted version. This field is 

required when óEPA Formulation ï Box Aô is óAlternate Formulation.ô 

¶ Is this product a 100% Repack?: Indicate whether the product is a 100% repackaging of 

another EPA registered product. Selecting óYesô for this field significantly reduces the 

number of required fields within the form and reduces the displayed screens to the 
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óPreliminary Questions,ô ó Box 2 ï Product Repackaging Site,ô and óCertification of 

Approving Officialô screens. This field is required. 

¶ Registration Number for the Repackaged Product: Enter the registration number for the 

repackaged, EPA registered product. Once a user enters a number, the application will search 

current registration data to populate product data into the eCSF XML file and ensure that the 

entered number is accurate. This field is required. 

¶ Company #: Displays the company number associated with the logged in userôs CDX 

account. This field is fixed and required. 

¶ Reg. No./File Symbol ï Box 4: Enter the full, EPA registration number or file symbol (e.g., 

óCompany NumberïProduct Codeô). Leave this field blank if EPA has not assigned a 

registration number to the product. If a user enters a valid registration number, the 

application will search current registration data to populate the óProduct Name ï Box 3ô field. 

This field is required for 100% repackaged products, but is otherwise optional. 

¶ EPA Product Manager/Team Number ï Box 5: If known, enter the EPA Product Manager 

number. This field is optional. 

¶ Product Name ï Box 3: Enter the product name as written on the application form and 

product label. If nothing is entered in the óReg. No./File Symbol ï Box 4ô field the 

application will search current registration data to ensure that the entered value does not 

already exist for a product. This field is required. 

¶ What is the Product Type?: Select a product type. This field is required. The following 

options are available for selection: 

o Technical 

o Manufacturing Use Product (previously known as Manufacturing Concentrate) 

o End Use Product (EP) 

¶ Is this an Integrated Systems Product (ISP)?: Indicate whether the product is an integrated 

systems product. This field displays when the óProduct Typeô is óTechnicalô or óEnd Use 

Product (EP) and is required when displayed. 

¶ Applying for Inert Clearance?: Indicate whether a clearance application is pending for any 

of the óInertô components within the eCSF XML file. Indicating that a user is also applying 

for food use clearance for a product allows óInertô components not cleared for food use to be 

added for products that have food uses. This field is required. 

¶ Is product microbial?: Indicate whether the product has antimicrobial properties. This field 

is required. 

¶ Does product have food uses?: Indicate whether the product has food uses. Note that the 

application does not allow óInertô components not cleared for food use in a food use product 

unless a user also indicates that an application for clearance is pending. This is a required 

field. 
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Exhibit 5-2 shows a screen capture of the óPreliminary Questionsô screen for a 100% repack 

product: 

 

Exhibit 5-2: óPreliminary Questionsô Screen ï 100% Repack Product 

Navigation: Fill out all necessary fields and select the óNextô button. 

Exhibit 5-3 shows a screen capture of the óPreliminary Questionsô screen for a non-repack 

product: 

 

Exhibit 5-3: óPreliminary Questionsô Screen ï Non-Repack Product 

Navigation: Fill out all necessary fields and select the óNextô button. 
























































































































































